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Andalusian palaces were lovely beyond imagination,
with trees, grass, and artificial marble fountains. Many
valuable plants were introduced, especially the date-
palm, the banana, the sugar-cane, the cotton-plant ;
and Abd-el-Rhaman himself planted the first palm
brought from his Syrian home in his gardens at Cor-
dova, addressing to it a ballad long popular among
the Arabs, of which the following is a distant imita-
tion :"~

Thou, too, art here, my noble palm,
In stranger singleness ;

The kisses of the Western world
Thy Eastern pride caress.

Thy root is in a fruitful soil,

Thy head thou rear'st to heaven ;

But bitter tears like me thou'd'st weep
Were feeling to thee given.

But no, thou canst not feel as I

The adverse fate's control.   .
Ah me 1 unceasing floods of grief

O'erwhelm my troubled soul.

I watered with my tears the palm

That by Euphrates rose :
The palms and restless streams are now

Forgetful of my woes.

When driven by unrelenting fate,

And El Abbas, I left
All this torn bosom held most dear,

Of my soul's treasures reft.

To thee, of my lov'd native land,

No fond remembrance clings;
/ cannot cease to think, and still

The tear unbidden springs.

From Lady Callcott's "History."
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